SPORTS

June.
11/12—Scottlal  Championships.. vivve s Hampden
12=—5ea Cadet Corpa.. ... oina Edinbargh.

Irwine—&T. Dunatan’s,
South-West lates-Connty Youth, Hamilion,
15—Kilbarchan A.A.C....... Kilbarchan Public Park,
Edinburgh Northern Harriers v, Edinborgh
Southern Harriers....... MNew Meadowhank.
16=Rayal llster Cnnauhl.duy ................. Belfust.
18—S8cottish ~ Schonls. ] Westerlanids.
Edinbargh E.nrpuru.tlvun [.lnp'hlmg and Cleaasing

partment......... Mew Mendowbank.
Fife and Kinross District Unicn of ¥.M.C.AL
Kirkcaldy.
Glasgow Battalion B.H.
Glasgow Acsdemical Club.
Muotherwell and Wishaw Police.
AAA, Marabos PPRRRRRRCI FLT.N T
22 —Inmter- Cvuulll!y Cham un:.'hlpﬂ . Heleavale.

Fiwe Club Coatese for Heriod Tmp'n:a'.
New Mradowbank.
Mr=Glasgow Police. ..o Hampden Fark.
Scottish  Jenior L:I'leplnnﬂupn and  Senioe
Rielay Championships. . New Mesdowbanh.
Stewarton Bonnet Guild ... WL IO
—Women's AAA, Champlonships. ... Chiswick.

20—Gilnagow Bostern Cycling Clab Spoats.

Helenwale.
July.

A=A MA. Champlonships. . ............ White City.
3—Ardeer Recreation Cluh i Asdeer,
British Leguon — T
Vale of Leven AALC... . Adexapdria,
Braw Lads’ Gathering... 3 Galaskicls.

f—Dollar Academy v, o, Hesiot'n Sd:unlu :
Glas.

l0—Edinburgh City Police A.C. New Meadowbank

DIARY

Shetileston H. and Dalry Supporters’ Club,

Daley.
10—A.AA. Junios E:h-mp-nn-hlpa MWhite City.
l4—Motherwell Y. M.C.A.. E Firpark.
17—Trinngular Intermational,..............Manchester.

Bonoyrgn A Ce.. i iiiistasieesassstion| Bannyrigg.
West Kilbride A.ALC. . Largs
Torquay NC. ... Torquay
17=—Duns . A A and’ H.E. ....... Duns,
19—Maryhill Harriers Dumoon.
Ayrshire Pipe Band.
23/ 24—Edinburgh Academy Games.
24—British  Police Championships --Hampden
Linlithgow Burgk Counell, ..Linlithgow,
® Aberdeen Corporation,
Newecastle United F.C.... ... MNeweastle,

B/ Angust 7—0lympic  Gemes. ... ..o Wembley.
I—Ca-operative Youths' Scrvice Sports;, Glasgow.
Edinburgh lnter-Works Sdmm Asaaciation,
New Meoadowbank,

Wiest Calder AA. Mecting,.....Wesl Calder,
Lagder Common Riding G.tmu..... en-Lenuder.

uq.
?—Riugtu F.C.

Bate Highland Games Hf.nn!]uld]
I2—Britiah Bmpice ». US.A. o Londen.
14=Carluke Infirmaries Sports.

Sauth Queensferry Fair Sports

Soumth Queesaler. y.

Ii—Ml.ln&lne Highland Games,

Bute Highland Games (Opea).........Rothesay,
S—=Urwal G, o Danoon.
Campaic Hluhllnl] amip i LR

({MOTE.—Every care has been taken with com-
piling "' Sports Diary."”" Any error, alteration
of date; or omission, should be brooght (o
our motics for revisson. )

SPORTS REPORTS & TALKS

Authoritative— Interesting — Informative

by the greatest feam of sports writers in modern
journalism, every week in the

NEWS or e WORLD

“ Gosasip ™ by George Harrison
Rugby Football by Vivian Jenkins
Boxing by Jimmy Wilde
Racing by " Pegasus”
Athletics by Joe Binks

Angling Motes and “ The Pigeon World " by special writers

Association Football by Alex
James and Harry J. Ditton

Darts by “ The Champ "
Golf by Henry Cotton
Billiards by Joe Davia

The Week's MOST COMPLETE

SURVEY OF ALL

SPORTS

Published by Walter |, Ross, & 5i. Wincent Streer, Glasgow, C.2.
Printed by Lawn & Miller, Ltd.. 21 York Street Glaagow, £
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JAMES FLEMING (Metherwell Y.M.C.A, H.) Olympic " Possible *° competing
in the Internationnl 1,500 metres cace af the Britinh Games, London.

SPECIAL FEATURES INCLUDE
THRILLS OF TRACK AND FIELD
By JAMES L. LOGAN
II.S.A's “FLYING PARSON"

By DAVID McHARDY

BRITAINS OLYMPIC “BIG THREE"
SPORTS PUBLICITY




GLASGOW POLICE
International Sports Meeting

{Under S.AAA, SN.CU and SAW.A, Laws)
HAMPDEN PARK, GLASGOW,
SATURDAY, 26th JUNE, 1948, at 2.30 p.m.

£400 IN PRIZES.

Youths' Races; Open Races; Cycle Races; High Jump;
Field Events and Tug-of-War Contest,
INVITATION EVENTS—

Throwing the 16lb. Hammer; 120 Yards and 440 Yards, both
short limit handicaps ; International Medley Relay Race and
Senior Five-a-Side Football.

“ Star " athletes sponsored by the A.A.A., Northern Ireland
AAA. and the Amateur Athletic Union of Eire will compete.

ENTRIES close, SATURDAY, 19th JUNE, 1948, with Messrs. RUSSELL
MORELAND & McARA, LTD.; LUMLEY'S LTD., or with the
Secretary, T. D, McKIE, Central Police Office, Glasgow.

BRITISH POLICE
AMATEUR ATHLETIC

CHAMPIONSHIPS

{(Under SAAA, SNCU and S A WA, Laws)

HAMPDEN PARK, GLASGOW,

The following OPEN HANDICAP EVENTS are included

in the Programme :(—
100 YARDS FLAT RACE.

220 YARDS FLAT RACE.
§80 YARDS FLAT RACE.
ONE MILE FLAT RACE.

NOTE—ENTRIES close, SATURDAY, 10th JULY, 1945, with Messrs.
RUSSELL MORELAND & McARA, LTD.; LUMLEY'S LTD., or
with Constable T. D. McKIE, Central Police Office, Glasgow.

THE SCOTS ATHLETE

TO STIMULATE INTEREST IN
SCOTTISH AND WORLD ATHLETICS

EDITEC BY -

EoiTomiAL OFFICES—ED 5T, VINCENT STREET. GLASGOW, C.2

WALTER J. ROSS

TEL-CENTRAL B443

Anneal Subscription

, 676,

WI‘I‘H the tests for Olympic

selection ‘pending, Scots ath-
letic enthusiasts will have a special
interest in the attempt of the
Scottish nominees to  sport  the
British singlet at Wembley.

Sixteen Scots are included in the
official list of Olympic ™ Pessibles.”
In_': addition, two ladies, Miss S, Burns of
Edinburgh University and Miss Q. Shivas
of .hh-?rdern Usniversity appear in the
women's list at 100 and 200 metres
respectively.

Sheila Burns has been particularly
impressive this season, she is very strang
and of a determined type and If she can
find & yard or so can well make her place,
If she docs it would bring great credit and
give some needed driving power to a
somewhat backward women's athletic
movement in Scotland.

The list is not an exclusive one and
does not veto the chances of other athletes
coming into the reckoning when the official
tests take place. For example, Alex.

McLean of Bellahouston Harriers
and Charlie Robertzon of Dundee
Thistle, though not appearing in
the official list are considered to
have at least an equal chance on
current form at respectively 10,000
metres and the marathan as the Scot's
" possibles " in these events,

Many are Called—Few are Chosen

Despite the fact that just under a score
of Scots may attempt to make the Olympic
Grade, we must not be too confident that
many will pass the final test.

" To prove oneself among the best three
in Britain In one's specific event is a stiff
task, and if we have 3 or 4 Scots in the
British team we will have done better
than usual,

At the Olympic Games in Berlin, 1936,
for example, we had twe representatives
in the British team, Bobby Graham of
Maryhill Harriers, at 1,500 metres and
Donald Rebertson of Maryhill Harrlers in
the Marathon.
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Alan Paterson—The One Certainty.

Alan Paterson in the high jump and in
a ksser degree Duncan Clark in the
hammer throwing event are the 2 virtual
certainties for selection, while Allan Watt,
D. D. McKenzie, Andrew Forbes, James
Fleming, and Anglo-Scots John Fairgrieve
and M. . McWhirter, have perhaps the
next best chances, Our hurdlers and
marathen men should also make a real
bid for a place. Taking the warious
events serigtim it can be seen at a glance
just how formidable the opposition really
is.

In the high f{ump, of course, Alan

Paterson stands supreme, Despite his

Hampden lapse in the Scottish Champion-
ships last year and his inability to defend
his A.AA. championship owing to his
heel injury, he proved at Ibrox in his epic
duel with Yankee " Bill " Vessie not anly
that he is Britain's best but that he is
definitely of world class.

Duncan Clark showed last year by
finishing 3rd in the hammer throw to the

Hungarian, MNemeth, and Polish George

Kerdas, in the A.A.A. championship, that
he was definitely Britain's best, and if he
retains similar form should also be a
certainty for selection.

S0 much for our two best chances.

Coming to the sprints, home-Scots Allan
Wart of Shettleston Harriers and D, Dn
McKenzie of Edinburgh University (the
latter having now decided to concentrate
on 200 metres instead of 400 metres)
should make their presence felt. Watt
is following a progressive plan and is
running well especially over the shorter
sprint now that he has dispensed with
starting blocks with which he was never
entirely happy. Versatile McKenzie is
also a robust type who never knows when
he is beaten,

Both men have a really formidable task
just look at the class of sprinter to whoin
they are opposed, Such as McDonald
Bailey who last year proved himself the
fastest sprinter in this hemisphere with
his 9.6 secs, British record for 100 yards,
True he suffered a break-down but
fortunately his muscle appears to be
standing up and his present form is quite
impressive. J. C. Wilkinson rated
Europe’s best sprinter last year, not to
mention ]. A. Gregory, resident in Ireland,

but British born, and J. Archer, European
champlon, now recovering from a broken
leg sustaimed in a Rugby match and a
host of others, practically " even-timers.”
200 metre ~ possible” Lt. P, H. Valle
has already this year broken ~evens”
over the shorter sprint,

London University student sprinter
John Fairgrieve, though he won the 320
yards for England in the Triangular con-
test at Edinburgh last year is a Scot and
1 understand would prefer to be recognised
as such for selection in any future Inter-
national contests. If anything, he haz
shown improvement on his last years
winning form and must stand an excellent
chance of gaining the British Olympic
singlet. Our other Anglo-Scot ** Possible,”
22 years-old Norris McWhirter has not
been so forward through leg injury. Can
he get " peak ™ by the fateful July 2nd
and 3rd 7

In the 400 metres, official candidate
W. D, Connacher and lan Panton, both
Victoria Park, will both have to show
improved times to trouble such as Pugh,
Lewis, Pike, Collier, and perhaps ever-
green W. Roberts of Salferd, if he again
decides to have a real try.

Still the class here does not appear to
be of the standard of Rampling, Brown,
Roberts-Berlin vintage, Reardon and the
giant Wint, the best in these islands at
this distance, are likely to represent
respectively Eire and Jamaica.

No Contender for 800 Metres.

We have no official contender ar 300
metres, and although such as ], 5. Petty,
St. Modan's, T. Begg of Glasgow LUni-
versity, C, Hall of Edinburgh University,
Speirs of Shettleston, and ]. Smart of
Edinburgh Southern, are runners of ex-
ceptional promise, they are hardly mature
enough for this year's Olympics,

At 1,500 metres our hopes are placed
in fast and well-built James Fleming of
Motferwell Y.M.C.A,  Alex Nangle is
trying to get his protege fit at the right
time, but he too will have stern opposition
in such as D, G, Wilson (Paly.), G.
Mankeville (Achilles), W. Burfitt (Bel-
grave), A. B. Parker, W. Hawkley and
R. Bannister (Achilles). The last men-
tioned only 19 years of age withdrew
from the official list at his own request,
but despite his youth he continues to
reveal sterling form,

THE SCOTS ATHLETE
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Photo by H. W. Meale,

Anglo-Seot, J. FAIRGRIEVE (London Univ.) (73} winning the Bnal of the 100 lIn:-:ll from 1946

Europran Ehll!ginrr I. ARCHER (Loughkborough) (42) at the University Athletic

skips, Motspur Park.

mion Champios-

Forbes Fighting Fit

I am more confident than ever of
Andrew Forbes' chances of earning selec-
tion at 5000 metres. Victoria Park 3
mile Scottish Champlon and record-
holder proved last year in the ALAA, 3
miles that he was among the 3 best in
Britain, but [ believe his graduated
training will prove him to be faster than
ever this year, With his nice' comhbina-
tlion of pace and stamina, the other 3
mile contenders will have to produce fire-
works to thwart him of his ambition.

H. Olney {Thames Valley), A. Chivers
(Reading), G. Lucas (Belgrave H.), L.
Brown (Sparkhill), 5 Cox (Southgate),
D. Haw (Leeds), 5. McCooke [(East
Antrim}, G. Monshall (Blackheath), and

E. Downer (Eastleigh) will provide stern

opposition, though some of these may
possibly switch to 10,000 metres. Olney
is rightly regarded as a great prospect.
Steve McCoake also locked good but his
recent form has not been too impressive,
possibly due to a recurring leg injury.

Downer ran a great race in the Interna-
tlonal at Reading, but will he have
recovered from its effects in time 7 Geo,
Monshall would have the benefits of his
association with renowned club-mate
Sydney Wooderson, but iz he robust
enough for the job in hand ?

In the 10,000 metres, Geo. Craig
{Shettleston Harriers). official contender
and Alex. McLean (Bellahovston Harr-
iers) have something to do to penetrate
the defences of such as Reg. Gosney
{Eastleigh), J. Peters (Sussex Beagles),
]. Smart (Belgrave), and P. Dainty
[ Southend).

Bath our candidates have had a hard
cross-country season, and it would be a
mild surprise if either managed to be in
the first three.

McLean might go mear as he has
weathered his busy cross-country season
remarkably well,

In winning the 10 miles championship
recently on his own he gave an impressive
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Lt e xnk
Photo by H., W. Meale:

FRITZ DE RUYTER (MNetherlands) leading from E, NYBERG. (Sweden) in the Intermational
1,500 metres rase si the British Games which was woa by DE RUYTER in 3 miss 584 secs.

display and reached the 6 mile stage in
31 mins, 15 secs, just 13 secs. outside the
best championship time, Could McLean
improve the other 30 secs. needed to put
him within striking distance of the
leaders 7

In both hurdle events the prospect of
at least one Scotsman earning a place in
the British team appears brighter than at
first seemed possible, J. G. M. Hart of
Edinburgh University has twice broken
R. 5. Stronach’s long-standing record of
158 secs. for 120 yards hurdles by re-
turning 15.5 secs, and may prove within
the next few weeks that he is among the
best three in Britain over the high
“sticks.” In this event R.AF. wonder-
man Finlay is still the ~ don,” while R,
Powell (Achilles) and R. Whirworth
(R.AF. and Achilles) can both skim the
hurdles in fast style. Anocther surprise
contender is R, C. Barkway [Achilles)
ane of Britain's best quarter-mile hurdlers
who has declared his intention of switch-
ing to the shorter event. His respective
best times are 55.5 secs. for 400 metres

hurdles and 15.5 secs. for the sprint, He
is now concentrating on sprinting and
technique to bring down his 110 metres
lime, This wversaille athlete is also a
splendid performer at 4 mile, high and
long jumps as well as hop, step and jump.

In the 400 metres hurdles Robin Boyd
and ]. G, M. Hart are both rated. The
latter has shown wvessatility in his hord-
ling, while the former is training pro-
gressively and has shown fast times on
the flat over 440 and 880 yards.

Robust Harry Whittle (Reading) Is
Britain’s best, whilst W. Ede (Epzom)
and F. Scopes (Achilles) are sound

performers,

In the picturesque pole-vault our
chances are not particularly bright and
our representative R. F. Eddington has
something to do to qualify especially as
Britain's best ever pole-vaulter, T, R.
Webster is attempting a come-back.
Even if he does not equal the brilliant
13 fr. 14 ins. which gave him equal 6th
at Berlin, he should at least prove himself
the Mo, 1 Britisher,
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Similarly our best in the hop, step and
jump, A. 8. Lindsay (St, Andrews Un.)
will require to reveal marked improve-
ment to gain the selectors’ vote, In
studying the Berlin Olympic film it was
an education to watch th: nimbleness,
elasticity and technique of especially the
Jap contestants in this event.

Although the AAA's championships
on July 2nd and 3rd, may be regarded as
the main test for selecton there is the
triangular contest at Fallowfeld [Man-
chester) a fortnight Inter to settle any
doubtful issues.

On the other hand the marathon men
have only one " bite at the cheery.” In
such an arduous event it is impossible to
race often, The selectors have done the
correct thing in combining the Polytechnic
and A.MAA. Marathon events in one,
Formerly in an Olympic year the selectors
chose the respective winners of “ Poly.”
and A AA. Marathons and veted the 3rd
from the 2nd man in these events. The
times of the 2nd men were not always

a fair indication of the respective merits.
Different trails, different weather condi-
tions were a vital factor. But when all
compete in the one race the conditions
are the same for all.

S.AAA, Champion Donald Robertson
and myself, both of Marvhill Harriers,
are the official nominees with the addition
of Charlie Robertson of Dundee Thistle,
Unfortunately Donald Robertson has
suffered a number of s2t-backs culminating
in a recent Injury and has definitely
intimated his withdrawal from the Wins-
der to Chiswick event, Charlie Robertson
has been training conscientiously and
should make his presencs felt despite his
comparative lack of experience. I, too,
have been training hard, and hope to have
a real bid, Despite my experience last
year In competing in both Scottish and
AAA, marathons (which | feel should
be very helpful) I feel that I am still a
compara:lve novice at the full distance
marathon, My chief problem remains,
will T get the distance 7

EDINBURGH CITY POLICE A.A.C.

OPEN SPORTS MEETING

NEW MEADOWBANK,
EDINBURGH,

SATURDAY, 10th JULY, 1948,
at 2 p.m.

FULL PROGRAMME OF OPEN AND INVITATION,
TRACK AND FIELD EVENTS.
SENIOR FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALL.

Full particulars and Entry Forms from the Convener :—
Inspector W. HILL, Police Station, Leith, Edinburgh.
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Jack Holden (Tipton) is regarded as
the king-pin of Britain's distance experts.
His performance at Loughborough last
year was a brilliant one and by winning
the Midland Counties Marathon on his
own in 2 hrs. 36 mins., 13 secs. has
demonstrated his early fitness. What will
he do tuned up to peak condition ?

Second to Holden last vear at Lough-
borough, Tom Richards {South Lendon)
showed pace as well as stamina in winning
the Finchley " 20" in 1 hr. 56 mins. 19
secs., just over 2 mins. outside Jack Hol-
den’s course record of 1 hr, 53 mins, 42.8
secs. As Richards is even better over
the full course he must be well in the
running for a place in the first 3 on the
19th June.

The other 2 official naminees are J. A.
Henning (Duncairn Nomads) and C. H.
Ballard (Surrey).

Henning has revealed stamina by win-
ning over the distance this year and all

T

Photo by H., W. Meale.

]

T. RICHARDS.

marathon “'Possible’’ and runner-

championship last year, winning
the famous Fischley Harriers'
20 miles road roce.

Morthern Ireland is with him to a man,
In winning the Sussex 20 miles Champicn-
ship in 1 hr. 53 mins. 32 secs. with almost
13 minutes to spare from his runner-up,
South African Ballard, has shown that he
is also very fit. There is good reason for
both these men to be well-fancied to make
their place.

Last vear the tousy course, oppressive
heat and perhaps Holden's devastating
caiused both men o retire after being
well in the van. So much for the official
nominees ; of the others, the pick may
be from among, Dr. Turing (Walton),
S. Jones (Poly), R, C. Manley (Wood-
ford Green), B. Hemsley (Gosforth),
L. H. Griffiths (Reading) and D, E.
Morgan (Mitcham). “Will the last-men-
tioned prove a surprise?  His recent
performance in  winning the Surrey
County 20 miles championship from Tom
Richards in a new record of 1 hour 55
ming, 27 secs, against Richards old

Tom Richards, Welsh Olympic

ap in  th: British maraihos
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His hurdlisg technique kas greatly improved since last year but

still room for further improvement,

Photo by H. W. Neale.

British Champion, and ' bope ™ for the Olympics, HARRY WHITTLE on winning the [nter-
Couzties, 440 vards hurdles in the new record time for the meeting. of $6.1 sees.

photograph suggests there s

record of | hour 56 mins. 2 zecs, was
first class. Tom Richards could only do
2 hours 4 mins, 16 secs. on this occasion
and was possibly suffering from the re-
action of his Finchley win, Stll this
does not explain Morgan's record per-
formance.

The above survey indicates briefly the
stern task awaiting the Scots nominees
in their bid for Olympic recognition.
5till whether o not many Scots finally
gain selection, enthusiasts north of the
border will wish the British athletes
selected the wvery best of luck.

Scots Will Be Triers.

Whether they succeed or fail, [ know
that the Scots contenders will do their
very best. They hawve all trained con-
scientiously and now await the final test.
As Shakespears finely says ~ T'ls not in
mortals to command success,” but we'll
do better, Sempronius, we'll deserve it.”

OBTAIN NOW—Beautifully bound,
Second Velume " The Scots Athlete,”
April, 1947—March, 1948. Price 10/8
{Pastage 6d. extra).

DUNOON SPORTS GALA

Promoted by MARYHILL HARRIERS
{Under 5.A.A.A, Rules)
AT COWAL PARK, DUNOON

ON MONDAY, 1%h JULY, 1948

OPEN EVENTS:
100 Yards, 220 Yards, 880 Yards, and
One Mil: Handicaps, Relay Race, 12
Miles Road Race, Youths' Half-mile
Handicap,
Exhibition of Highland Dancing.
Eatry Forms from uwsual Sports Shops, and Hon.
Secy., Pred Grakam. 52 Laidlaw St., Glasgow, C.5

VALE OF LEVEN AAC
OPEN SPORTS MEETING

(Undes S.AAA. & 5.M.C.U. Roles)
MILLBURN PARK, ALEXANDRIA
SATURDAY, 3ed JULY, 1945, at 2.30.

OPEN EVENTS—I100 Yards to 1 Mile,
HEPI': Jump, Distance Road Race.
INVITATION EVENTS5—85%0 Yards

H'cap., Medley Relay, 2 Miles Team

CYCLING ; FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALL.
Entries close SATURDAY, 26th JUNE, with Hos.
Seey.. W. Stevenson, 57 Wilson 5t., Alexandria.
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One of the greatest ever Cross-Country runners having wen the International on 4 occasions,
ACK HOLDEN has raz 30 miles inside } hoars. He won the 1947 British Marathon in
the grand time of 2 hre. 33 mins, 20 secs.

Britain's representatives were second in this race in the lest two Dlympic Games. At 42
years of age will Jack be the frst Britisher to take the Olympic classic !

It would be a at thrill to Scortish enthusinsts il ALAN PATERSON, (loint British record-
bolder at & 0, 7} ins. ) were to win the Olympic Crown. Alas nims to be st his peak at the

Games. He has all oar best wishes.
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GREAT BRITAIN'S “BIG THREE”
FOR THE OLYMPICS.

E. MeDONALD BAILEY : JACK HOLDEN: ALAN 5 PATERSON,

Fittingly enough, mont laneied athletes to win an Olympic title for G oeat Beitain represent
extreme branches of athleties. E. MceDOMALD BMT.E'lyin the sprints, JACK HOLDEN in
the marathon, and, ALAN 5 PATERSON in the High Jump. Though it would be a tremend-
ous feat for all to win and pechapa. too much o expect, cach has shown (o ihe past ihat they
have the power and the clozs 10 gain the supreme Olympic honoer.

E. McDONALD BAILEY

showed tremesdous specd lnst year in a series of races nnd made a new British record of
9.6 seconds for the 100 wards. At Rangers F.C, Sports he ran 100 metres in 10.4 seconds,
just ose-fifth second outside [, C. OWENS Olympic and World records,
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E keenest athletics’ fan will not claim

that hiz sport, 8s a spectacle, comes
inte  the thrill-a-minute category, like
football or in hockey.

MNevertheless, as an ardent follower of
other sports, I find that the dramatic
moment in athletics lingers longest in
memory. And, to an enthusiast of nearly
twenty years' standing, a few minutes
reflection brings dozens of such memories
tumbling (nte the mind.

Undoubtedly, the big thrill of the past
two decades was Paterson's wonderful
leap of 6 . 7} ins, at last year's lbrox
meeting, All the elements of drama went
to the build-up for the last nerve-wracking
moments, Alan had lost his Scotish
title in sensational fashion, he had failed
all season (due to imjury) to reach his
previous best and he was pitted against
an American oppenent with a formidable
record, Although it was not then apparent
to everyone, an important psychological
factor also hinged on Alan's performance.
Did we really have a world-ranking
athlete who could sustain the challenge
or would he, like so many of his com-
patriots in other felds of sport, crumple
against his American opponent at the
crucial moment? When Vessie, at his
first attempt, scraped over 6 ft. 7§ ins.
and Alan poised himself for the second
run-up (after foiling narrowly on his first
attempt at the height), thousands of us
were getting ready ta say, " The Yanks
always manage to be just thac little bit
in front.” [Imagine the attitude to-day
to Paterson’s chance of the Olympic title
if he had Ffailed. The “ second best™
mentality would already have been
clouding ouwr hopes.

All this, plus joint ownership of the
British record, depended on that one jump
at Ibrox, And, as Alan poised for a
moment and then began the fateful run-up.

THRILLS OF TRACK
AND FIELD
I REMEMBER

By
JAMES L. LOGAN

fifty thousand Scottish hearts beat a little
faster, A moment's absolute silence as
the slim figure leaped and turned. A
couple of seconds’ agenising scrutiny of
the shivering bar and, then when it was
seen to be still, the roar of triumph,

Yes, those fortunate enough to witness
that historic leap will retell it through
the years.

Another of the big thrills which has
locked itself in my memory also concerns
a record, To be strictly correct, [ should
say a “Best Performance” because,
being over the unofficial distance of 75
yards, it does not have the Full status of
record.

“H. Q. SPORTS”
FOR GREAT BRITAIN

Lumley's Lead in Every Sporting Need

Specialists for over 50 Years in all
Requirements for all British Sports

Supplies are Still Difficult, but you will
Probably Get What You Want

LUMLEY’S
L 1 M I T E D

80-82 SAUCHIEHALL ST.
GLASGOW, C.2

THE SCOTS ATHLETE 13

The occasion was the Glasgow Trans-
port meeting of 1930 and the event. a
special 75 yards * dash ™' featuring Jimmy
Crawford, Scottish champion sprinter,
record holder and International football
player and the magnificently proportioned
coloured runner, Jack E. London, who
had represented Great Britain and gained
second place in the 1928 Olympic 100
metres event. Over the Full 100 vards,
Lendon would almost certainly have had
a slight edge on Crawford but, In the
shorter distance, the stocky Scot's re-
markable powers of acceleration would
give him an initial lead which the tall
London would find difficult to cut down
within 75 yards. It did indeed work out
like that and, nearing the tape, the
muscular, dark-skinned Olympic runner-
up gathered himself for a prodigious effort
to hurl himself past Crawford. But it
was the Scot's chest which carried the
tape away, inches in front of London.

The time of 7 4/5th secs. may not
appear a particularly outstanding feat at
first sight, as it is about 3 yards outside

“evens " but it must be remembered that
the initial winding-up loss is very marked
in such a short race. Also, London,
runner-up in the Olympic sprint of two
yvears earlier, represented world class,
Yes, Jimmy Crawford put himself in a
special niche with that unique and thrilling
performance.

Five years later, Helenvale was again
the scene of a big thrill, the full savour
of which was perhaps tasted only by
those equipped with an intimate know-
ledge of the game, * Bobby" Graham,
then approaching his peak as a miler,
was attacking Tom Riddell's Scottish
mile record of 4 mins. 15 secs, in &
specially framed handicap. To those
keen enough to be following the progress
of the attempt with their own stop-
watches, the event was complicated by
the fact that the Helenvale track did not
have a full quarter-mile lap.

At the end of the third lap it appeared
to the knowledgable eye that Graham
could not possibly beat the record as he
appeared not only to be outside schedule
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To all Clubs I offer a repair, cleaning and engraving service of
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but to be lacking in the fire necessary for
a last lap " burst” How wrong the
experts were : and how pleased they were
to eat their words. .

As he entered the last lap Graham
stepped up his pace. Faster, faster, until
he was moving with all the pace and
power of a good quarter-miler in Full
stride. He flashed past the post in 4
mins, [2 secs. and Tom Riddell, the
dethroned record holder, was the first to
offer congratulations.

To those equipped with stop-watches
that was a great thrill as they only could
fully appreciate the dramatic race against
time.

Two other thrilling efforts, one success-
ful and the other a glorious Failure,
concerned athletes whose names are
probably  unknown to  the youngest
generation. The successful man was a
quarter-miler named Davie, of Glasgow
Police, and the occasion was n British
Police Championship meeting of the mid-
nineteen-thirties held at Hampden Park.
Davie, running the last leg in the medley
relay event, took over the baton with a

S.A.A.A.
1848 HANDBOOK

Copies of the S.AAA. 1948 Hand-
book are now available and may be had
from Mr. J. GILBERT, Hon, Secretary,
17 Pearce Avenue, Edinburgh, 12.—Price
1/1 post free.

CONTENTS :

List of Office-Bearers, Judges, Timehee " B
Euﬁ.:niul qclﬁlhai.‘:-urinm. s

Times for Scottish onskips.
All Scottish Records, <l
List of Affiliated Clubs and Secretaries,
1948 ts Fistures,
1948 mdmeats to Laws and Rules for Cam-
petition.

Copies of the Constitution Laws and
Rules for Competition with insert of 1948
amendments (bringing the booklet up-to-
date) are also available.—Price 1/1 post
free.

Every Athlete and Official should
possess copies of these Handbooks, and
it is suggested that Clubs, Associations,
etc., might be prepared to make com-
prehensive purchase to cover sale or gift
to their members,

huge deficit. It loocked hopeless, even
when he closed most of the gap over the
first 350 yards or so, for the effort took
its toll and he was obviously going back
on his heels. But he kept struggling on
and the crowd roared encouragement
when it was observed that his opponent
had also "sold out.™” Thereafter it was
a sort of slow-motion struggle hetween
two men, both of whom were in dire
physical straits, You could almost hear
Dave's teeth gritting as he strove to over-
take his slower-moving rival in the las:
few yards. How the crowd roared its
appreaciation of his courage as he
staggered past his opponent just on the
tape. A gallant effort which sticks in the
memory of all who saw it

The unsuccessful, but equally courage-
ous, athlete was a fair-haired, bespectacied
youth named ]. A, M. Robertson and the
occasion was the Scottish Youths' Half-
Mile Championship of 1936, At that
time another bespectacled lad W. M. O.
Rennie, was dominating youths events
and was reigning champion, As, the
capabilities of Robertson and his other
rivals were known, Rennie's victory was
taken ns a foregone conclusion and as he
moved smoothly into the lead almost from
the beginning, the only question was how
near he would come to two minutes, The
fair-haired Robertson was trailing Rennie
clasely, however, and at 300 yards to go,
Rennie, with no apparent effort, stepped
up the pace to shake off his persistent
shadow, Robertson began to show signs
of crack-up but still he hung on grimly
at Rennie’s elbow. Eighty yards to go

Rennie, although retaining his poise like

a true champion, was pushing himself to
his limit, And still he could not burn off
the game Robertson, whose head was
fairly rolling on his shoulders by this
time. Courage alone carried him over
the last thirty yards. The crowd rose to
his magnificent effort and there is no
doubt that if Rennie had faltered in the
slighest he would have been beaten by
the never-say-die youth, The time re-
turned by Rennie in this great race, 1
min. 59.3 secs, still standg az record and
was faster than the winning return in the
Senior Championship held on the same
day. There iz no doubt that Robertson's
time would have won many a Senior
Championship.

FINISH TO AN EPIC RACE.

W. M. 0. RENNIE (Glasgow Univ.) jast gets the tape inches shead of ). A. M. ROBERT-
BOM (Victoria Pack AA.C.) in the remarkable race recafled by JAMES L. LOGAN—the 1936
half-mile Yoaths' Championship. The winning time of 1 min. 59.3 secs. is one record hardly
likely to be broken ot this year's Junior Championships to be held, oa 26tk June, at Mew
Meadowbank, Edinhargh.

Unfortumately, the war swallowed up
these two fine young athletes before they
had & chance to show us what they could
do as grown men.

Yes, we all have our pet memories of
thrilling moments in this fascinating sport.
And the men who thrilled us, like Dawvie

and Robertson, are not all champions
whose performances are officially recorded.

But their deeds are remembered by
those who find that courage lingers in
the memory long after mere skill and
natutal ability are forgotten.
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US.A’s “FLYING PARSON”
By DAVID McHARDY

HEN Lennart Strand turns out for

the Olympic 1,500 metres in London
next August, he will have unexpected
opposition from America’s " Galloping
Parson.”

World record holder of the mile on the
indoor track since 1944 when he returned
4 mins. 6.4 secs., the Rev. Gilbert Lothair
Dodds, MLA., has persistently refused to
commit himself to any promise "to go
for the Games” and has shaken U.S.
optimism in their 1,500 metres changes, by
retiring several times ' for good.”

Unbeaten since 1943, Dodds was away
from racing for two years after breaking
the world record, He returned in 1946
winter and won half-a-dozen races in a
row and again quit,

Following his latest comeback, the
“Flying Parson” showed he had lost
none of his old dash by breaking his own
world record at Millrose Games in New
York on January 3lst, this year, with
4 mins, 4.053 secs,

Since Mew Year Gil Dodds has been
training outdeors on a track sometimes
banked with snow newly ploughed so that
he could have as much early preparation
for a strenuous season on the cinders,

Hitherto reticent on the subject, Gil has
admitted in a recent letter to me that he
is coming to Wembley, As he modestly
writes :—" [ am attempting to get back
into shape and hope to qualify for the
Olympics . , ... i

Regarded as the best middle-distance
proposition the Yanks have had, as one
LIS, sports critic has put it, " since the
heyday of Glen Cunningham, Bill Bon-
thron, Gene Venzke and the Rideout twins,
the " Lord's Miler " is the only American
runner conceded a chance of beating
Sweden's 1,500 metres world record
holder, Lennart Strand.

America is certain to make a big effort
to win this event at Wembley for not
since |908—Ffunnily enough the last time

GIL DODDS

making his ntw indoors world-record of 4 mins.
4.6 scce. for the mile,

the Games were held in London, has the
" Stars and Stripes " beea the Flag of
Victory.

In training, as in his personal life, Gil
Dodds is thorough and conscientious, and
he has that hallmark of greatness—he is
prepared to pass on anything he may
know which might help others. Indeed,
one of his greatest pleasures is training
with the very young members of the local
YMCA. club and giving practical
demonstrations,

An all-round sport, this great runner
began in Junior high school when 12 years
of age and inspired by the great LLS.
runner Lloyd Khan, he made the track
his favourite recreation,

In his training schedule he plans a Fairly
long spell of " baking " his legs beneath
a sun-ray lamp. This he avers strength-
ens them and keeps him in record-breaking
trim,

LARGS THISTLE F.C. AND WEST KILBRIDE
AMATEUR SPORTS CLUB,

OPEN SPORTS MEETING

(Under S.AAA. Laws)

AT " BARRFIELDS,” LARGS,
SATURDAY, 17th JULY, 1948,
at 2.15 p.m.

Youths’ 100 Yards Handicap; Ladies' 100 Yards Handicap.

OPEN HANDICAPS—

100 Yards, 220 Yards, 880 Yards and One Mile Flat Races;
High Jump; 13 Miles Road Race (Scratch).
INVITATION EVENTS—

Senior Relay ; 2 Miles Team Race ; Senior and Junior
Five-a-Side Football Tournament.

ENTRIES close THURSDAY, 8th JULY, 1948.
Full particulars from Mr. GEORGE WILSON, Hon. Secy., Sports Club,
West Kilbride.

MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY.

If you are not already a regular reader or a subscriber to this magazine and yet you
share our desire for the promotion and development of Amateur Athletics, you should
fill in this form immediately and link up in this great work. DO IT TO-DAY !

Our SUBSCRIPTION RATES are :—
6 months—3/6 (post free) | 12 months—6/6 (post free).

Te “THE SCOTS ATHLETE,”
69 ST. VINCENT STREET,

GLASGOW, C.2.
Please send " THE SCOTS ATHLETE " starting with........ccoviineiinerrnnruines issue,
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SCOTTISH AMATEUR ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL
JUNIOR AND SENIOR RELAY

CHAMPIONSHIPS

NEW MEADOWBANK,
SATURDAY, 26th JUNE, 1948,

at 3 p.m.

JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS—
100 Yards, 220 Yards, 440 Yards, 880 Yards, One Mile,
120 Yards Hurdles (3 ft.), High and Broad Jumps,
Weight Putt, Javelin, Medley Relay.

SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS—
4 x 110 Yards and Osne Mile Medley Relay.

OTHER EVENTS—
WOMEN'S OLYMPIC TRIALS at 100 Metres Flat and
80 Metres Hurdles.

120. Yards (Open Handicap) Flat Race.

MOTOR CYCLE FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALL.

ADMISSION 1/- (Chairs 1/6 extra).

COME AND SEE THE STARS OF TO-DAY
AND TO-MORROW

Duplicate by Eureka!

To all Sports Organisers, Secretaries etc.,, we
give an excellent duplicating service—circulars,
programmes, reports, balance-sheets, erc.

Contact us now and save time and worry.

EUREKA

DUPLICATING COMPANY LTD.

47 OSWALD STREET 143 GLASGOW. C. 1
PHONE.: CEN. 8011

KEENEST QUOTATIONS : FIRST CLASS WORK :: ALL ENQUIRIES TREATED
WITH PROMPT ATTENTION.

BADGES, SCARVES, FLAGS,

PENNANTS, etc., etc
NOW AVAILABLE

The official registered symbol in the one which

Emblems Leid. reproduce under licence from  the
Organising  Committee of  the XIV. Olympiad,
Landan, 1948, Be sure it appeats .“,’" yaur
Badges or Souvenirs—and get them NOW

Obtainshle from Stores, Sporis Outfitters, etc.. af
direct from

wev: EMBLEMS LTD
tinctive lapel badges

wa.lIaI:lr pu“l“ metal, "
Wi Dlysgis:: thchl IMPERIAL HOUSE, KINGSWAY,

correctly  repeeseated LONDON, W.C.2, ENGLAND.

in  enduring  coloaes. Telephone + TEMPLE BAR 7379 (2 lines).
Telegrams - IMCO ESTRAND LONDON,



